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 “DEATH-DEFYING COURAGE” 

 (‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrews 11:23) 

 

Intro … Time for us to once again pull into the Faith Station and to once again 

‘Fill-Up’ at the FAITH PUMP. 

 

 
 

Now if you been following along with me these past 2 months or (as a famous 

broadcaster is fond of saying) if you are ‘scoring at home’, it should be apparent 

by now that this ‘High Octane Faith’ – this H.O.F – is pretty potent stuff! 

High Octane Christian Faith produces a Highly Productive Christian Life. 

 

So far we have seen that High Octane Christian Faith just naturally produces  

in those who possess it: 

 

* A God-Honoring SEPARATION From The CORRUPTION  

That Characterizes This Fallen, Sin-Filled World (and) 

 

* An Unshakeable CONFIDENCE In The GOD  

Who Has CREATED All Things (and) 

 

* A Long-Range PERSPECTIVE That Sees Beyond The Present MOMENT 

 

Those three components arising naturally from ‘High Octane Faith’ are  

indeed more than sufficient to produce a most impressive God-Pleasing,  

Soul-Satisfying, World-Resisting Christian Life. 

 

But High Octane Faith doesn’t only produce those three … There are four 

more identified in the Master’s Notes recorded in Hebrews Chapter 11. 

 

The Fourth is identified in Today’s Key Concept as well as in the Title of Today’s 

Message … 

 

 



TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

‘DEATH-DEFYING COURAGE’ arises from ‘High Octane Faith’  

and is the FOURTH component of a ‘High Performance Christian Life.’ 
 

 

“Death Defying Courage” … What a thing to possess - the ability to push on 

and to follow Christ even (as the great intellect, Vizzini, famously put it)… 

 

“WHEN DEATH IS ON THE LINE.” 

 

Not too many of us American Christians have ever had to do that – though  

I will make some applications for us a little bit later. 

 

However, through the years of God’s Redemptive Working with Mankind,  

such courage has come into play frequently by men and women of faith. 

This morning we are going to remind ourselves of several such moments. 

 

One of the earliest examples in mentioned in Today’s Lab Notes. 

Here’s how the notation reads … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES …      
 

“By faith, Moses’ PARENTS hid him for three months after he was 

 BORN because … they were not AFRAID of the King’s Edict. 
 (Hebrews 11:23) 

 

 

They were not afraid of the King’s (Pharaoh’s) Edict … What ‘edict’? 

 

PHARAOH’S EDICT … 
 

“Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people … 

‘Every (Hebrew) BOY that is born, you must throw in the RIVER …’” 
(Exodus 1:22) 

 

Pharaoh was rightly afraid of the growing numbers of Hebrews living in  

His Land – they were potential enemies right there in front of His Face …  
 

Over all the years that they had dwelt in the land (nearly 400) they had  

failed to assimilated themselves into the Egyptian Nation and Culture.  
  

They still organized and identified themselves by their 12 tribal designations. 

They still believed in their One Creator God. They still harkened back to their 

Ancient Family Patriarch, Abraham.  



No doubt it had been reported to Pharaoh that they still held on to an Ancient 

Promise of their God that someday they would be a ‘Great Nation’ in their 

own right. 
 

They couldn’t just be wiped out because there was still much work for them  

to do as Pharaoh’s slave labor force but they must be kept from getting  

any more numerous. 
 

Kill all the baby boys … Eventually the baby girls will grow up and will have  

to marry Egyptian men and then the problem will be solved. 
 

It was an ingenious plan … the current labor force would be protected and  

by the time the work was completed the ‘Hebrews’ would be incorporated 

into the culture. 
 

Now if you take the time to read through those early chapters in Exodus,  

you will discover that God foiled that plan in a number of ways but our 

point today is that ‘The Edict’ was given and the ‘Death Sentence’  

upon all baby boys was pronounced. 
 

And here is where the writer of Hebrews picks up the story and finds the  

‘High Octane Faith-Fueled’ EXAMPLE of “High Performance Living” that  

the Holy Spirit inspired him to share with his readers. 
 

“By faith, Moses’ PARENTS hid him for three months after he was 

 BORN because … they were not AFRAID of the King’s Edict. 
 (Hebrews 11:23) 

 

What we are saying today is … 
 

“High Octane Faith Gives Rise to Courage … 

The Ability To Stand Firm For Christ Even In The Face Of Danger Or Death.” 

 

This has been true even for those who had no opportunity to know Christ 

personally but whose lives serve as examples for those of us who do … 

 

In addition to Moses’ parents who defied the King’s Edict, think of: 

 

* Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and the FIERY FURNACE 
(Defied King Nebuchadnezzar’s WORSHIP Edict – Daniel 3) 

 
These were three Hebrew young men who had been taken into captivity when 

Nebuchadnezzar’s army came and conquered Judah and destroyed the city of Jerusalem 

and it’s Glorious Temple. They had been trained and placed in Government Service. 

 

 

 



The Reigning Sovereign, puffed up with the Pride and Arrogance that sin can bring,  

set up a great Golden Image of Himself and then issued an Edict requiring all people   

to bow down and pay homage to it – refusal would result in a horrible fiery death. 

 

Though they were living in the land of their Conquerors, the faith of these  

three young men remained in the God of their Fathers …  
 

Here are their ‘faith-inspired’ courageous words in response to  

the King’s Worship Edict (Daniel 3:17-18): 
 

 “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able  

to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if  

he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods  

or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

 

Faith Inspired ‘Death-Defying Courage’ is indeed an impressive thing –  

a God-Honoring, God-Pleasing Thing!  

 

Here’s another example from that same time period … 
 

* DANIEL and the Lion’s DEN 
(Defied King Darius’ PRAYER Edict – Daniel 6) 

 
The event took place three Kings later – God had judged both Nebuchadnezzar  

and his prideful son, Belshazzar and now Darius was on the throne …  
 

Daniel, another of the Hebrew Captives, had become Chief Advisor to the King. 

 

Once again, sinful pride entered the picture and the King’s ‘other advisors’  

advised him to set aside a 30 day period when prayers could be offered  

only to Him as the ultimate Benefactor of Mankind. 

 

Here’s what Daniel did upon the issuing of the King’s Prayer Edict (Daniel 6:10) … 
 

“Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home  

to his upstairs room where the windows opened towards Jerusalem.  

Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed,  

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.” 

 

Note in passing …  
 

The faith that generates ‘Courage’ during ‘bad times’ is faith that has been 

developed during ‘good times’. High Octane Faith is not developed in  

the ‘Fox Hole’ – High Octane Faith is demonstrated in the Fox Hole. 

And when it is, it is an impressive thing to see!  
 

Daniel was miraculously delivered from the Lions even as his friends had 

previously been delivered from the fiery furnace. Both kings were powerfully 

impacted by their faith and the God in whom their faith rested. 



And now let’s consider the examples of some who did know Christ.  

Think of … 

* THE APOSTLES before the Jewish Council 
(Defied the Council’s CEASE and DESIST Order – Acts 5) 

 
Acts chapter four reports a miracle of healing performed by Peter and John as they  

were on their way into the Temple. It created quite a stir and gave Peter and John a  

great opportunity to declare the Truths of Christ. The Jewish Leaders had Peter and John 

arrested and the next day they had Peter and John brought before them. 
 

On that day they ‘commanded them not to speak or teach  

at all in the Name of Jesus’ (Acts 4:18) 
 

However the Apostles continued their ministry undeterred by the Council’s Order … 

In Acts Chapter 5, it is reported that the Jewish Council had all the Apostles brought  

before them. They rebuked them for their disobedience to the order. 

 

Here’s how the Apostles responded (Acts 5:29-32)… 
 

“We must obey God rather than men!  

The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead …  

We are witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit,  

whom God has given to those who obey Him.” 

 

Those were incredibly courageous words for the very next verse says that the 

Jewish Leaders were so ‘furious’ that they wanted to put them all to death  

right then and there.   

 

However, those were ‘words’ that (I would suggest) arose almost spontaneously 

from their ‘faith-filled’ hearts – What else could they, what else would they (as 

faith-fueled men) possibly say?  

 

Now if we ‘fast-forward’ ourselves about 120 years we come to … 
 

* POLYCARP (Pastor of the Church in Smyrna) who was BURNED at the STAKE 
(Defied the Roman Emperor’s LORDSHIP Edict – AD 156) 

 
Yet another Roman Emperor had ascended to the Throne –  

Polycarp had seen it happen eleven times over the course of his life. 

As always there was a surge in ‘Emperor Worship’ …  
 

This time the enthusiasm reached all the way to Smyrna as a zealous newly 

appointed Provincial Official sought to curry the New Emperor’s favor.   

 

All citizens of Smyrna would be required to appear before an image of Caesar –  

throw a pinch of incense into the fire and declare: “Caesar is Lord”. 

 

 



Here’s how Polycarp, the aged leader of that congregation of saints, a former student  

of the Apostle John himself and respected Overseer of the entire region,  

responded when asked to comply … 
 

 "Eighty and six years I have served Christ, and He has done me no wrong,  

How then can I blaspheme my King and Savior?  

Bring forth what thou wilt.” 

 

And to the stake he went …  

Fortified with ‘Faith-Fueled, Death-Defying Courage’!  

 

Fast Forward now another 1800 years to 1956 and Think of …                                                                                                        
 

* Five MISSIONARY MARTYRS reaching out to the Auca (Waodani) in Ecuador 
(Nate Saint, Jim Elliott, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming - 1956) 

 

Three years of preparation had led to the day on that sandbar in the jungle  

when these five men would come face to face with members  

of this most hostile, primate tribe for the very first time. 
 

Their faith in the God who desires that all men come to salvation  

gave them the courage to make their approach with open arms. 
 

Their ‘open arms’ that day were matched by the Heavenly Father’s  

when He welcomed them into their Heavenly Home. 
 

Saint and Elliott Halls and McCully Athletic Field at Wheaton College  

serve to keep their memories alive and their example of courage  

for Christ ever before the Student Body. 

 

When Linda and I arrived at Wheaton College in the Fall of 1965 the paint was still fresh  

in those Dormitories and the grass still taking firm root on that Athletic Field. 

 
Jim Elliott revealed the presence in his heart of the ‘High Octane Faith’ 

that will generate ‘Death-Defying Courage’ when he penned   

these words in his diary … 

 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep  

to gain that which he cannot lose.” 

 

And now of course we must think of … 
 

* Untold numbers of BELIEVERS in CHRIST who have lost their lives  

in recent days and untold MILLIONS of others who continue to  

FOLLOW CHRIST in the face of Great DANGER. 

 
Whether in Nigeria or Jordan … Communist China or Indonesia … Faith-Fueled Believers  

are courageously standing for Christ in the most dire of circumstances.  

God’s Book of Martyrs is receiving new entries daily. 



Here are the words of one who died in the service of Christ just a few years ago in 

Bangladesh – Tapan Roy.  I’m reading an entry from his younger sister’s prayer journal … 

 

July 23, 2005—Oh God, please keep Tapan safe!  Today, when I was walking  

by the madrassa (Islamic school), one of the boys told me that if my brother  

keeps showing the “Jesus Film” that they’re going to do something to him!   

 

I told Tapan this, but he just calmly replied,  
 

“God is protecting me.  Every day that I am alive, it is because  

of His mercy, and if I am hurt or killed, it will be for His glory.”   

 

God, I wish that I could just hold onto my brother and tell him that he  

must stay at home, or hide somewhere.  But I know that is not what you  

want him to be doing.  Please help me to be able to let him go. 

 

One week later, two men broke into his room and brutally hacked Tapan Roy and another 

Christian Worker to death … Faith-Fueled Death-Defying Courage on display. 

 

 

Here again put slightly differently is our point of the morning … 
 

True ‘High Octane Christian Faith’ will inevitably and almost  

automatically give rise to ‘Death-Defying Courage’  

when called upon to do so. 

 

The key is not trying to ‘Work up Courage’ …  

The key is developing the kind of ‘High Octane Faith’ that will supernaturally 

generate ‘courage’ (even ‘death-defying courage’) whenever it is needed! 

 

 

So now at this late point in the message we come to … 

 

TODAY’S KEY QUESTION … 
 

WHERE is ‘Death-Defying Courage’  

 REQUIRED in OUR LIVES? 

 

Here I would simply pose a set of situations that we believers in our country 

today might find ourselves facing …  

 

Situations where our Faith might be called upon to generate some  

‘Death-Defying Courage’ … 

 

 



Let me ask the person in your mirror even as I ask the person in mine … 
 

* Do You Need COURAGE To Face The Death Of A RELATIONSHIP? 
(Are you thinking … “If I stand firm for Christ, he or she will walk away from me”?) 

 

If so, ask yourself: Is this relationship more important to me  

than my relationship with Jesus? 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
* Do You Need COURAGE To Face The Death Of A JOB? 

(Are you thinking … “If I stand firm for Christ in this matter, my boss will surely fire me”?) 
 

If so, ask yourself: Is this job more important to me  

than my Service for Christ? 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
* Do You Need COURAGE To Face The Death Of A BUSINESS? 

(Are you thinking … 

 “If I stand firm for Christ in my business practices, I will likely bankrupt myself”?) 
 

If so, ask yourself: Is this business more important to me  

than ‘laying up treasure in heaven”? 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
* Do You Need COURAGE To Face The Death Of Some CONVENIENCE or COMFORT? 

(Are you thinking … “If I stand firm for Christ in my personal life,  

I will very likely inconvenience myself”?) 
 

If so, ask yourself: Is earthly convenience and comfort more important  

to me than ‘sharing in the sufferings of Christ’? 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
* Do You Need COURAGE To Face The Death Of An Established ROUTINE? 

*Are you thinking … “If I take a firm stand for Christ, I will probably have to  

adjust to some newness”?) 
 

If so, ask yourself: Is maintaining the status quo more important to me  

than being open to new ways of doing Christ’s Work? 

 

 

Indeed even in this free and secure land, there are all kinds of Death that  

we believers might be called upon to face! How good to know that  

(as our final thot says) … 

 

Final Thot …    
 

‘High Octane Faith’ gives us the COURAGE to FACE DEATH … 

Every KIND of DEATH ! 
 

 

 


